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8 October 2014
Dear members of the Union secretariat,

As you will know the global response to tuberculosis has been chronically under resourced for
many decades now. The work of those of you who continue to work in this underfunded and
under recognized field is highly valued and we encourage you to continue your work in our
shared struggle against this disease that is killing so many

people in our communities.

However, to truly turn the tide against TB we will need more than researchers, bureaucrats, and
public health experts. If there is one lesson we can take from the AIDS response, it is that a strong
civil society movement is essential to galvanising a wider societal response and unlocking
financial and other resources.

It is in this context that we want to register our disappointment with the Union's opaque and
poorly executed scholarship programme for the 45th Union World Conference on Lung Health in
Barcelona. As a result of this, many of us will not make it to the conference. Those of us who
enlivened the South African TB Conference in June, will not have the opportunity to do the same
in Barcelona. This is particularly disappointing given the Conference’s theme of “Community
driven Solutions for the Next Generation”.

A well-managed and extensive scholarship programme could potentially have helped us build a
stronger global TB movement. In our view the Union has an important role to play in helping us
build such a movement. We are disappointed though that the Union seems both uninterested and
lacking in imagination when it comes to turning the tide against TB.

In particular we would like to note the following concerns with the scholarship programme:

- Not enough time for visas: The closing date for scholarship applications was extended to
September 15. The outcome of applications were only communicated toward the end of
September. This means that even if our scholarship applications were successful, many of us will
not be able to get travel visas in time to

travel to the conference.

- Not enough time to make alternative arrangements: While some of us could potentially seek
alternative funding if our scholarship applications are unsuccessful, this will now be very difficult
given how severely the process has been delayed.

- Not enough scholarships: If the Union wishes to help us build a more effective global TB
movement, we need more scholarships. It is harmful to have a situation where civil society
organisations are played off against each other for an unreasonably small pot of scholarships.



- Free registration by itself is not enough: Free registration is well appreciated but not
enough to guarantee community participation in the Conference. As researchers and other
participants have the chance to get support for travel and accommodation, community members
should also be able to get this support.

- Inappropriate selection criteria: While we accept that not everyone can be granted
scholarships and that a vetting process is essential, we are not convinced that the current selection
criteria make sense. So, for example, the definition of civil society is too narrow.

The few of us who will be travelling to Barcelona request a meeting with the conference
secretariat during the conference. We hope that in this meeting we can find a common way
forward that will help us build a stronger global TB movement.

Sincerely,
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